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Reply to Office Action of Jun. 28, 2004 


REMARKS 


The claims have been amended. No new matter has been added to the application. 
Claims 12 and 33 were objected to. These claims have been amended to overcome this 
objection 

Claims 1-5, 7-9, 23, 24, 26, and 28-37 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cathers et al. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Each of the rejected independent claims includes the restriction that the seals are flexible. 
Cathers et al. does not have such a flexible seal. As noted, Cathers et al. has a hard gate or door that 
is a hard pivoting seal. The present invention teaches a vessel that will operate in displacement 
mode and in hovercraft mode, in part because of its use of flexible seals as claimed. 

Claims 6, 12-15, 18-22, 25, 27, 38 and 39 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cathers et al in view of Whitener. Applicants respectfully submit that these 
claims are allowable. 

Claim 12 has been amended to point out that the propulsion units are aligned with the hulls. 
In contrast, Cathers et al offsets the propulsion units with the hulls. 

Claims 10, 1 1 , 16, and 17 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form. The claims have been so 
rewritten and are respectfully submitted to be allowable. 

Attached is an information disclosure statement showing a craft which is distinguishable 
from the present invention as claimed in that its hulls have chines. Please charge the $180.00 fee 
to Deposit Account No. 50-0694. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the application is in condition for allowance. A Notice 
of Allowance is hereby respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner feel that a telephone conference would advance the prosecution of this 
application, he is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Applicant respectfully petitions the Commissioner for any extension of time necessary to 



Appl.No. 10/661,113 

Response dated September 28, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of Jun. 28, 2004 


render this paper timely. 

Please charge any additional fees due or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50- 

0694. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Seth M. Nehrbass, Reg. No. 3 1,281 

e-mail: SethNehrbass@gsnd.us 

Charles C. Garvey, Jr., Reg. No. 27,889 
e-mail: Garvey@gsnd.us 

Gregory C. Smith, Reg. No. 29,441 

Stephen R. Doody, Reg. No. 29,062 

Brett A. North, Reg. No. 42,040 

GARVEY, SMITH, NEHRBASS & DOODY, L.L.C. 

PTO Customer No. 22920 

3838 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 3290 

Metairie, LA 70002 

Tel.: (504)835-2000 

Fax: 504-835-2070 

www.neworleanspatents.com 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on September 28, 2004. 
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The PACSCAT Concept and its application to Fast Landing Craft 

IMAA Ltd 

By: John Lewthwaite 

Abstract 

A novel hullform is described which is designed to carry heavy payloads at relatively high speeds. An 
example is given of an application for a possible US requirement for a Fast Landing Craft. The 
performance is predicted based on trials with a 35ft manned experimental model tested in southern 
England. 


^UC.2002 


1 5 - 20 JUNE 2002 NAVAL AMPHIBIOUS OASC LITfLE CREEK* NORFOLK 


Mr. John Lewthwaite 
Managing Director, 
IMAA Ltd. 

Biographical Sketch 

John Lewthwaite is Managing Director of the UK design consultancy IMAA Ltd., and has forty years 
experience in the fast craft business. He is a Member of both the Royal Institution of Naval Architects and 
the American Society of Naval Engineers. 
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